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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT  
The Trustees present their report and the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2013. 

HISTORY 
The Commission was called into existence at the Royal Society of Arts in London on 18 October 1999. 
It was registered Number 1080134 with the Charity Commission on 30 March 2000.  The Commission 
is governed by the Declaration of Trust dated 24 January 2000 and the Deeds of Amendment to the 
Declaration of Trust dated 13 March 2000 and 17 September 2013. 

TRUSTEES 
The Trustees of the Independent Transport Commission are: 
Simon Linnett (Chairman)  
Alan Baxter CBE (Hon. Treasurer) 
Mary Bonar 
Dr Stephen Hickey  

The Secretary-General of the Commission is Dr Matthew Niblett. 

OBJECTS 
The objectives of the Independent Transport Commission are: 
1. To research economic, social and environmental aspects of travel, transport and land use policy in 

the United Kingdom. 
2. To advance public education in matters relating to transport and land use and in particular to make 

recommendations on possible solutions to transport and land use problems. 
3. To broadcast these findings by reports and other practical means. 

The work of the ITC is run by a small Secretariat and the Commissioners listed below. 

On the 17 September 2013 the Trustees resolved at a special meeting to update the charitable objectives 
to include land use as an area of concern in objects (1) and (2) and a Deed of Amendment was 
submitted to the Charity Commission. This deed was formally approved by the Charity Commission 
after the reporting year end. 

COMMISSIONERS 
The Commission Members of the ITC during the reporting year 2012 – 2013 were:   

Simon Linnett (Chairman) 
Alan Baxter CBE 

 Kristine Beuret OBE 
 Mary Bonar  
 John Dawson 
 Nicholas Finney OBE 

Elizabeth Gilliard (retired 18 March 2013) 
Dr Stephen Hickey 

 Professor Peter Jones 
 Sarah Kendall 
 Professor Gregory Marsden 
 Steven Norris 
 Professor John Worthington 

The Commission’s only substantial source of voluntary help is the time donated by the members listed 
above. The amounts involved regarding this voluntary help are not readily quantifiable.  
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT (CONTINUED) 
ACTIVITIES 

Summary 

The Independent Transport Commission is Britain’s leading research charity dedicated to improving policy 
in the fields of transport and land use. During the year under review the ITC’s research programme resulted 
in a number of major reports achieving coverage in the national press, the ITC strengthened its financial 
situation with additional grants, and it convened a wide range of events, workshops and educational 
activities. 

Over the course of the year a wide range of research outputs and activities were delivered. The ambitious 
research programme initiated in 2012 was successfully continued, and this was made possible by winning 
further grants from private sector firms and public bodies across the transport industry. Research output 
included a groundbreaking report on road and rail travel trends, which was widely covered by the BBC; a 
report on aviation strategy which was featured on BBC TV and radio stations, as well as in the Daily 
Telegraph; and a educational pack on ‘Why Travel?’ featured in Local Transport Today. In addition to its 
research work, the ITC’s successful events programme was expanded. An Annual Lecture series was 
inaugurated in June 2013 at the Science Museum, London, looking at the prospects for nuclear fusion and 
its likely effects on transport: this was opened by Transport Minister Stephen Hammond MP. The Lecture 
supplemented the ITC’s popular quarterly Discussion Evening series which investigated topics from 
demographic change to charging mechanisms over the course of the year. In addition, the ITC was involved 
with major launch events for its ‘Why Travel?’ and ‘On the Move’ research studies, both of which were 
attended by the Secretary of State for Transport. The Commission also welcomed several guest speakers, 
including Kwasi Kwarteng MP, completed two Calls for Evidence, participated in the Armitt Review of 
Infrastructure and ran a national workshop series on the spatial impacts of High Speed Rail. 

The Trustees confirm they have complied with the duty in section 4 of the Charities Act 2006 with 
regard to public benefit guidance published by the Commission. 

Fundraising  
In order to strengthen its finances, the charity continued its fundraising appeal during the reporting year. 
Approaches were made to a wide range of potential corporate donors, followed by more than a dozen 
meetings with key targets over the course of the year. In addition, project-specific funding was sought from 
public and regulatory organisations, including the CAA, the ORR, and the Department for Transport. 

Many of those approached welcomed the ITC’s agenda and proposed research programme. In addition to 
the core subscribers signed during the previous year, new grants were forthcoming from donors including 
Gatwick Airport, Siemens, Balfour Beatty, Associated British Ports and Birmingham Airport. Grant 
subscriptions at a lower ‘silver’ tier of commitment were also achieved from High Speed One and URS. 

Patrons, Membership and Staff 

The year saw only minor changes to the Commission’s membership. Elizabeth Gilliard retired in March 
2013 after almost 10 years as a member in order to pursue other interests. The Chairman and Trustees would 
like to record their gratitude to Miss Gilliard for her dedicated service to the ITC. The Trustees agreed a new 
procedure for membership and were also considering new candidates at the end of the reporting year  

In March 2013 Tracey Seta was contracted as a part-time administrative assistant to provide support for the 
increasing burden of work managed by the Secretariat. As a result, Lucy Kilborn moved to become Events 
Secretary with responsibility for the ITC’s regular programme of Discussion Evenings and Lectures.  

Research Work 

The wide-ranging research programme initiated in 2012 continued with output being developed across each 
of the six key research projects. The portfolio was designed to address major strategic policy problems, and 
each project was overseen by the Secretary-General, a project Chairman and an advisory Steering Group. 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT (CONTINUED) 
 
a) Road and Rail Travel Trends in Britain 

The first phase of this study investigating recent changes in road and rail travel trends in Great Britain was 
completed in Autumn 2012 and the report launched at a special event at the Royal Automobile Club on 3rd 
December 2012 with BBC Presenter Evan Davis and Secretary of State for Transport The Rt Hon Patrick 
McLoughlin MP. The report, entitled On the Move: making sense of car and rail travel trends in Britain 
was authored by ITC Commissioner Professor Peter Jones and Dr Scott Le Vine,  and was covered by the 
BBC on its website and in a special edition of its Inside Out programme, as well as by other national media 
outlets. In July 2013 the report was referenced in the Government’s Action for Roads command paper. 

Following the release of the report, supplementary studies were published over the course of the year by the 
co-sponsoring team (the ITC, the ORR, the RAC Foundation and Transport Scotland) covering rail 
forecasting and trends in car, bus and rail travel in Scotland. The ITC also commissioned a supplementary 
report on van travel trends from Dr Le Vine and Professor John Polak of Imperial College, London. 

Discussions were initiated to develop a second phase of the research project, in order to investigate the 
factors driving the changing travel trends. A seminar was held at the RAC on 11th February 2013, at which 
the ITC presented a pilot study into attitudinal changes that it had commissioned. Over the course of the 
year discussions were held with the ORR, the Department for Transport and the RAC Foundation and 
general agreement was reached on supporting a second phase of the study by the reporting year end. In 
addition, the ITC and RAC Foundation agreed to co-sponsor an update to the original On the Move report, 
to cover the period 2008-12 as soon as the National Travel Survey data for those years had been released.  

b) The Spatial Effects of High Speed Rail 

Following the launch of a national Call for Evidence in August 2012 the ITC received almost 40 
submissions from organisations during Autumn 2012 on the likely effects of High Speed Rail on the UK’s 
cities and regions. These responses were collated and placed online for public viewing on the Commission’s 
website n January 2013, accompanied by an introductory paper.  

To follow the Call for Evidence, it was agreed to test the issues raised by holding a national workshop series 
in each of the key city regions likely to be served by the proposed High Speed 2 line. A wide range of 
stakeholders were invited, representing the public, private and third sectors. Workshops were held in 
Birmingham, hosted by Glenn Howells Architects on 18th April 2013; in Leeds hosted by Carlsberg UK on 
7th May 2013; in Manchester kindly hosted by Bruntwood on 23rd May 2013, and in London, kindly hosted 
by Grosvenor Group on 25th June 2013. A summary of each event was compiled and circulated to 
participants. More than 200 stakeholders who had participated or been invited to the workshop series were 
then invited to a symposium at the Alan Baxter Gallery in London on 23rd July, at which the conclusions 
from the workshops were tested. Guest speakers at the event included David Prout, Director-General of 
High Speed Rail at the Department for Transport, Professor Sir Peter Hall, and Dominique Laousse, Head of 
Foresight at SNCF. The findings from the Call for Evidence and the national workshop series were 
compiled into an interim report which was released after the end of the reporting year. 

c) Aviation Strategy  

A national Call for Evidence was held during Autumn 2012, which received almost 20 written submissions 
from leading organisations. This was accompanied by two oral evidence sessions held at Rothschild on 13th 
and 16th November 2012. The evidence was compiled by the research group into a draft report which was 
sent to major stakeholders for comment in March 2013. A meeting was also held with the Secretariat of the 
Airports Commission chaired by Sir Howard Davies in April 2013. The report, entitled Flying into the 
Future: Key issues for assessing the UK’s aviation infrastructure needs was launched publicly in late May 
2013 and circulated widely. Coverage included reports on the BBC main news website, where it was the 
third most ‘clicked’ item on the morning of release, reports on most BBC local radio stations, as well as 
coverage by the Daily Telegraph, the Evening Standard and the trade press. The research for the report was 
kindly supported by the CAA which was represented on the Steering Group by James Wiltshire. 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT (CONTINUED) 
 
The impact of the ITC’s report included shifting the national debate by encouraging more examination of 
the effects of closing Heathrow, and it was one of the first attempts to cost the alternative options as they 
might affect passengers and airlines. Following consultation with leading experts, including a meeting with 
Dr Nigel Dennis at Westminster University, it was agreed that the report should be followed by a study 
exploring the optimal size of an airport hub in the UK. A number of leading consultants were approached, 
including SEO Aviation Economics and RDC Aviation, and the latter organisation was commissioned to 
carry out this work in September 2013. 

d) Paying for Roads and Road Use  

The research study investigating the way forward on paying for roads and road use continued during the 
year under review. Following the initial report the steering group agreed to commission a short paper 
looking at the European experience of motorway vignette schemes, and this was released in July 2013 with 
a press notice. A meeting was also held with the Minister for Roads, Stephen Hammond MP, after which it 
was decided to embark on the main phase of the research with an attitudinal study into public views on 
reform of paying for road use.  
A proposal for the phase 2 attitudinal research was submitted by Social Research Associates, a leading 
public consultancy firm, and this was approved by the Trustees. The research methodology involved several 
research techniques, including focus groups, neighbourhood workshops, electronic surveys and citizens’ 
panels. To aid the group discussions a card game was devised to encourage members of the public to engage 
with the policy issues surrounding reform of paying for road use. By the end of the reporting year the first 
two methods of public consultation had been completed and preliminary results were presented to the 
Commission’s meeting on 17th September 2013 by Kris Beuret OBE. 

e) Freight and the UK Economy 

At a meeting held on 24 October 2012 it was agreed that the Commission’s research work on Freight and 
the UK Economy should focus on three key areas. These included how to reduce empty containers, how to 
improve local distribution practices, and the impact of portcentric distribution patterns. A scoping report 
was commissioned from freight specialists Incept Consulting led by Nick Gazzard, and this was approved in 
March 2013. Incept Consulting was then commissioned to undertake the first phase of research, which 
would review the existing literature and produce an interim report on the various research areas. In order to 
assist the collection of data a graduate researcher, Cristina Bekiari, was appointed by Incept. 

To help raise awareness of the project and gather data a special discussion evening was held on the 10th July 
2013 to discuss the research questions with an expert audience. Speakers included Maggie Simpson from 
the Rail Freight Group, Jolyon Drury from the CILT, and Peter Harris from UPS. The discussion event 
helped to augment the literature review and a summary report was circulated after the event. A further 
meeting was held on 25th September 2013 to discuss the draft literature review. 

f) Why Travel? 

The Why Travel research project, investigating the fundamental motivations that drive human travel, was 
launched at a special event on 16th October 2012 at Rothschild, London. The launch was introduced by ITC 
Patron Lord Andrew Adonis and the Secretary of State for Transport, the Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin MP, 
followed by talks from Quentin Wilson, Professor Sir Peter Hall, Bishop Richard Harries, Simon Calder and 
Professor David Metz. To mark the launch the Commission released an educational information pack, 
exploring the question of ‘Why Travel?’ from a variety of angles, which was well received.  

Subsequent to the launch a number of initiatives were pursued for the next stage of the project. The Nuffield 
Foundation and Cambridge Assessment were approached to provide support for an educational package to 
be included in school examinations, but it was clear that the costs of doing so would be too high for the ITC 
without additional financial contributions. As a result it was agreed to develop a website and a publication 
for a wide readership, to include a collection of essays from leading experts offering insights into why 
humans travel. To assist with the development of the book a project assistant, Alison Kuznets, was hired, 
and a shortlist of contributing experts had been drafted by the reporting year end.  
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT (CONTINUED) 
 
Annual Lecture and Dinner 

In order to increase its profile and further its mission to advance public education the ITC inaugurated an 
Annual Lecture series in 2013. The first Lecture was held on 18th June 2013 and was hosted by the Science 
Museum, London. The subject of the Lecture was ‘Fusion: feasibility and the future of transport’ and 
explored the prospects for commercial nuclear fusion and the impacts that a cheap, clean and almost 
limitless source of energy would have on transport. The guest lecturers were Professor Steve Cowley, 
Director of the Culham Centre for Fusion Energy and Professor Richard Parry-Jones CBE, Chairman of 
Network Rail. Stephen Hammond MP, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport gave the 
welcome address and the event was attended by over 100 leading figures from the transport, education and 
land use worlds. 

In addition, an Annual Dinner to be held each December was inaugurated for core benefactors, Patrons and 
Commission members. The first Annual Dinner was held on 13th December 2012 at Bircham Dyson Bell 
and provided an opportunity to thank benefactors and review the achievements of the year. A report on the 
discussion was compiled by the Secretariat and circulated to attendees. 

ITC ‘Forward Thinking’ Discussion Evening Series 
The Commission’s successful series of Discussion Evenings continued during 2012-13, producing informed 
debate and involving many distinguished speakers. The winter event, held on 19th February 2013, explored 
the impacts of demographic change on transport, a discussion postponed from November 2012 when a gas 
leak had rendered the venue unusable. The expert panel was chaired by Kris Beuret OBE and included Ann 
Frye OBE, who looked at the effects of an aging population, Dr John Disney, who looked at the effects of a 
changing younger population, and Dr Peter Headicar, who explored the spatial impacts of demographic 
change. The spring discussion event, held on 1st May 2013, was devoted to exploring what transport could 
learn from charging mechanisms used in the utilities and was chaired by Simon Linnett. A variety of 
contrasting perspectives from the utilities sector were heard, with presentations given by Alistair Buchanan 
(CEO of OfGem), Stuart Siddall (Thames Water), and Ramsay Dunning (Co-op Group). The summer event, 
held on 10th July 2013, explored issues in freight and logistics in association with the ITC research project, 
was chaired by Nicholas Finney, and welcomed more than 60 guests to hear an expert panel including Peter 
Harris (UPS), Maggie Simpson (Rail Freight Group) and Jolyon Drury (CILT). 

The Discussion Evenings were all held at the Alan Baxter Gallery in London, and attended by upwards of 
60 guests from across the transport and land use sectors. After each event a summary of the proceedings was 
composed by the Secretariat, circulated to delegates and posted on the ITC website. 

Miscellaneous 
a) A number of eminent speakers were invited to address the Commission at its meetings over the course of 
the year. In November 2012 members were delighted to welcome Kwasi Kwarteng MP, a member of the 
Transport Select Committee, who spoke about his views on the transport challenges facing the UK.  At the 
January 2013 meeting members listened to legal expert Robbie Owen and Keith Mitchell (Chairman, Peter 
Brett Associates) discussing issues affecting airport expansion in the UK. For the July 2013 meeting a 
special talk was given by Professor John Polak of Imperial College, London, on van travel trends in the UK.  

b) Following a Call for Evidence issued by the Armitt Review of Infrastructure the ITC submitted a 
response in January 2013 looking at issues surrounding the proposed creation of an Independent 
Infrastructure Commission. Representatives of the ITC were invited to a discussion with Sir John Armitt at 
the Royal Society in April 2013, and also to the launch of the Armitt report at the Royal Society in 
September 2013. 

c) An Occasional Paper investigating how increasing vehicle automation will impact transport policy was 
commissioned in August 2013 from Dr Scott Le Vine of Imperial College, London. This paper was still 
being drafted at the end of the reporting year. 
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d) The Trustees developed a Procurement Policy for commissioning future work and this was ratified at the 
15th January 2013 general meeting.  

MEETINGS 
The Trustees of the Commission held meetings on 15th January, 19th March, 21st May and 17th September 
2013. These were supplemented with bimonthly ordinary meetings held on: 

20th November 2012 
15th January 2013 
19th March 2013 
21st May 2013 
16th July 2013 
and 17th September 2013 

The Commission’s AGM was held on Tuesday 16th July 2013. 

The various Steering Groups of research projects met on numerous other occasions. 

FINANCE 
During the year ended 30 September 2013 the Commission received donations and grants to a total sum of 
£194,460. Donors included: First Group plc, Arriva plc, BAA Airports Ltd, Network Rail, Peter Brett 
Associates LLP, Transport for London, Balfour Beatty, Gatwick Airport, Bircham Dyson Bell LLP, British 
Land, Birmingham Airport, Associated British Ports, High Speed 1 and Stephen Rinsler. Grants were 
received for specific research projects from the Civil Aviation Authority (Aviation Capacity study) and the 
Rees Jeffries Road Fund (Road Funding study).     
Expenditure during the year consisted of core running costs totaling £104,478, and £88,269 in relation to 
direct research expenditure on projects. It is important to note that incoming funds have all been allocated to 
the Commission’s operations and research work, but the recording period finished before payments were 
due for much of the work on the research projects. 

RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 
The Secretariat received fees of £61,794 (2012: £44,211) for services rendered during the period ended 30 
September 2013. In addition, payments were made by the Secretariat on behalf of the charity, all of which 
have been reimbursed. 
During this period the charity paid £4,095 (2012: £4,325), in respect of catering costs associated with 
hosting discussion evenings for trustees and members, to Alan Baxter & Associates LLP: a firm in which 
Alan Baxter, a Trustee, has a controlling interest. The charity also paid £3,450 (2012: £0), in respect of rent 
and service charges for space occupied at 70 Cowcross Street, EC1, to Alan Baxter & Coombs: a firm in 
which Alan Baxter, a Trustee, has a controlling interest. 
 
 
 
Simon Linnett, Chairman       
Trustee of the Independent Transport Commission 
Date: 
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SMITH & WILLIAMSON LLP 
 
Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of Independent Transport Commission 
 
I report on the accounts of Independent Transport Commission for the year ended 30 September 
2013, which comprise the Receipts and Payments Account, the Statement of Assets and Liabilities, 
and the related notes 1 to 3. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. You consider that 
an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and 
that an independent examination is needed.  
 
It is my responsibility to examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act, follow the 
procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 
145(5) of the 2011 Act, and state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiner’s report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees 
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that 
would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement 
below. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 
to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting 

requirements of the 2011 Act  
have not been met; or 

 
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 

the accounts to be reached. 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Mutton 
Smith & Williamson LLP  Imperial House, 18-21 Kings Park Road 
Date  Southampton SO15 2AT 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 
 
RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT for the year ended 30 SEPTEMBER 2013 
 
 
 
    

 
       2013       2012 

             £             £ 
     
Receipts     
Core funding grants and donations 
  for transport and environment research 

  
194,460 

  
137,500 

     
     
Payments 
 

    

Expenditure associated with the work of the commission 
 

    

  Core running costs:     
  Fees for Secretariat  61,794  44,211 
  Secretarial assistance   16,685  4,615 
  Travel/postage/computer costs/stationery  4,356  4,353 
  Printing/photocopying/promotional material/website  6,837  1,274 
  Events/debates/seminars/hospitality  8,708  4,727 
  Rent & office charges   3,450  - 
  Insurance  848  - 
  Accountancy  1,800  - 
     
  Direct research expenditure1:     
  Aviation Capacity study   16,435  2,622 
  Spatial Effects of High Speed Rail study  6,039  6,500 
  On the Move: Road & Rail Travel Trends  15,366  - 
  Paying for Roads and Road Use  18,799  - 
  Freight & UK Economy  18,167  - 
  Why Travel study  13,463  800 
     
Total payments  192,747  69,102 
     
     
Net receipts (payments) for the year  1,713  68,398 
     
Cash funds brought forward  100,078  31,680 
     
     
Cash funds carried forward  101,791  100,078 
     
     
     
     
     

                                                
1 Note that although all incoming funds have been allocated to ITC operations and research work, the recording 
periods ended before some payments were due for research project work. 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 
 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES as at 30 SEPTEMBER 2013 
 
   

2013 
  

2012 
  £  £ 
     
Cash funds     
  Current funds  96,297  99,585 
  Deposit funds  5,494  493 
     
     
  101,791  100,078 
     
     
     
  £  £ 
     
Assets retained for the charity’s own use     
  Tablet computer for use by Secretary  579  579 
  Printer for Secretary (see note 3 below)  95  95 
  Office desktop computer  527  527 
  Office printer/scanner/copier  256  256 
  Office filing cabinet  64  64 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by the Board of Trustees on                            and signed on its behalf by: 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Baxter, Hon Treasurer 
Trustee of the Independent Transport Commission 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 
 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS for the year ended 30 SEPTEMBER 2013 
 
 
1. Accounting policies 
 

These accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis and in accordance with applicable 
accounting standards and statutory requirements. 

. 
2. Funding 
 

All funding of the Commission is unrestricted. 
 
3. Assets retained for the Charity’s own use 

 
The Commission replaced a laptop computer and printer, purchased in October 2005 for use by a former 
Secretary, Terence Bendixson, with a tablet computer and printer in April 2012. Following the 
occupation of new office space at 70 Cowcross Street in May 2012, a desktop computer, printer/scanner 
and filing cabinet were purchased. All purchases were made with payment made out of unrestricted 
funds. The Trustees consider these assets to be of continuing use to the Commission in its activities, 
though they recognise that the realisable value of these assets is immaterial. 

 
 
 


