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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 

TRUSTEES’ REPORT  
The Trustees present their report and the accounts for the year ended 30 September 2011. 

HISTORY 
The Commission was called into existence, under the aegis of the University of Southampton, at the 
Royal Society of Arts in London on 18 October 1999. It was registered Number 1080134 with the 
Charity Commission on 30 March 2000.  The Commission is governed by the Trust Deed dated 24 
January 2000 and the Deed of Amendment to the Declaration of Trust dated 13 March 2000. 

TRUSTEES 
The Trustees of the Independent Transport Commission are: 
Simon Linnett (Acting Chairman)  
Alan Baxter CBE (Hon. Treasurer) 
Mary Bonar 
Stephen Hickey (appointed from 12 July 2011) 

The Secretary of the Commission is Matthew Niblett. 

OBJECTS 
The objectives of the Independent Transport Commission are: 
1. To research economic, social and environmental aspects of travel, transport and transport policy in 

the United Kingdom. 
2. To advance public education in matters relating to transport and in particular to make 

recommendations on possible solutions to transport problems. 
3. To broadcast these findings by reports, seminars and other practical means. 

COMMISSIONERS 
The Commissioner Members of the ITC during the year 2010 – 2011 were:   

Simon Linnett (Acting Chairman) 
Alan Baxter CBE 

 Kristine Beuret OBE 
 Mary Bonar 
 Leon Daniels, retired 16 November 2010  
 John Dawson 
 Nicholas Finney OBE, appointed 16 November 2010 

Elizabeth Gilliard 
Dr Stephen Hickey, appointed 11 January 2011 
Nigel Hugill 

 Professor Peter Jones 
 Sarah Kendall, appointed 12 July 2011 
 Dr Gregory Marsden 
 Steven Norris, appointed 11 January 2011 
 Nicola Shaw, appointed 16 November 2010 and retired 17 May 2011 

William Tyson OBE, retired 15 March 2011 
 Professor John Worthington, appointed 11 January 2011 

The Commission’s only substantial source of voluntary help is the time donated by the members stated 
above. The amounts involved regarding this voluntary help are not readily quantifiable.  
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ACTIVITIES 

Summary 

The Independent Transport Commission is Britain’s leading research charity and think tank investigating 
issues in the fields of transport and land use. The year under review saw the ITC relaunch its mission with a 
major fundraising appeal, and consolidate its wide range of educational and research activities. 

The Commission’s relaunch in 2011 was backed by the Secretary of State for Transport, and was 
accompanied by a major fundraising appeal to private sector firms in the transport and land use industries. 
To improve its profile the ITC also commissioned a new website and secured a number of eminent figures 
to become charity Patrons. Significant progress was made in adopting the ITC’s new research model with 
the continuation of its successful Discussion Evening Series, as well as the commissioning of Occasional 
Papers looking at the Transport obstacles to a 24/7 Society and improvements in Crisis Planning. During the 
course of the year the ITC welcomed a number of high profile guest speakers, including Sir Roy McNulty, 
author of the Government’s Rail Value for Money Study, and Steve Gooding, the Director-General of 
Domestic Transport at the DfT.  In other directions the Commission co-sponsored a special debate on 
Transport Appraisal at the Institute for Civil Engineers, participated in a number of DfT consultations, and 
contributed to the Vision 2035 report sponsored by the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport.  

Patrons  

During the year the Commission was delighted to welcome the support of a number of eminent Patrons who 
agreed to become figureheads for the ITC and its work. In April 2011 the Commission was pleased to 
receive the patronage of Sir Peter Hall, Sir Patrick Brown and Sir Terry Farrell, while in May 2011 Lord 
Andrew Adonis, the former Secretary of State, also agreed to patronize the charity. Since the end of the 
financial year in 2011, Lord Roger Freeman has also joined the list of patrons. 

Membership 

The year saw a number of significant changes to the Commission’s membership. Leon Daniels retired in 
November 2010, and Bill Tyson OBE in March 2011, both after many years of service as Commissioners. 
Following a decision to increase the number of ITC Commissioners to approximately 15, the charity 
welcomed as new Commissioners Nicola Shaw and Nicholas Finney OBE in November 2010, and Steven 
Norris, Dr Stephen Hickey and Professor John Worthington in January 2011. Following her appointment as 
Chief Executive of High Speed One Nicola Shaw retired in May 2011, and was replaced by Sarah Kendall, 
Business Development Director at DB Arriva. 

In March 2011 it was agreed that a new level of Associate Membership would be devised in order to cater 
for those interested in assisting the charity, but who felt unable to dedicate the time necessary to fulfil the 
duties required from Commissioners. Among the initial Associates to be appointed were retiring 
Commissioners Nicola Shaw and Bill Tyson, the latter of whom agreed to act as ‘lead Associate’ overseeing 
the induction process for new Associates. 

Occasional Papers 

The Commission continued its commitment to produce regular Occasional Papers offering comment and 
advice on topical problems. Occasional Papers, authored by members of the Commission, are released to the 
press and, where appropriate, sent to enquiries by the Transport Select Committee. 

In April 2011 the Commission released an Occasional Paper on the transport obstacles to a 24/7 Society. 
The Paper, compiled by Kris Beuret OBE and other experts, examined the various transport modes and the 
ways in which the industry would need to respond in order to accommodate more flexible working and 
living patterns. A Discussion Evening was held to debate the findings, while the paper received extensive 
coverage in New Transit magazine and Local Transport Today. 

Following the ITC’s Discussion Evening in January 2011 on crisis planning in transport, the Commission 
developed an Occasional Paper on improving contingency planning in the industry. The paper, which was 
edited by Greg Marsden, Simon Linnett and the Secretary, was held for release until after the end of the 
financial year in order to coincide with the beginning of the winter weather season. 
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The Secretary and Simon Linnett developed a further Paper investigating the effects of adopting a national 
60mph speed limit on all roads. However, after consultation with members a decision was taken not to 
release this. 

Other Research 

The Commission investigated opportunities for further work associated with its Long Distance Travel Study 
published in 2010. Following consultation, members decided to pursue a proposal investigating the carbon 
effects of various long distance travel scenarios. The Secretary submitted funding applications to the Rees 
Jeffreys Road Fund and the Gulbenkian Foundation, but unfortunately neither obliged to provide a grant. 

Following further consultation, the ITC identified five new priority research themes to be undertaken should 
sufficient funding be raised. These were:  

o the reasons behind recent stagnation in UK car travel demand 

o the spatial effects of High Speed Rail 

o future scenarios for the UK’s aviation infrastructure 

o how best to pay for road use and our road network 

o the prospects for an intermodal freight network in the UK 

Fundraising Drive 
As part of the ITC’s relaunch the Commission began a major fundraising drive in summer 2011. The 
Relaunch brochure incorporated a foreword from the Rt Hon Philip Hammond, Secretary of State for 
Transport. In July 2010 this brochure was sent to more than 50 key organisations in the orbits of the 
transport and land use sectors, together with a covering letter from the Chairman. 

A further Core Funding brochure was completed which was due to be sent to key targets after the close of 
the financial year. The Commission’s agreed aim was to secure an annual income of up to £250,000 from 
the private sector, including £125,000 from core ‘multi-year’ subscribers: this would then allow the ITC’s 
full research portfolio to be implemented. 

New Website 
As part of the Commission’s relaunch a new website was commissioned from Dr Jonathan Zvesper, a 
researcher at Oxford University’s Department of Computer Science. The Secretary oversaw the design of 
the new site which went live in April 2011 and is now hosted independently by the Commission. The new 
website has the advantage of allowing immediate updates with news from the Commission’s Secretariat, 
and incorporates a weblog, search facility, newsletter registration and RSS feed.   

‘Forward Thinking’ Discussion Evening Series 
The Commission’s quarterly ‘Forward Thinking’ Discussion Evening series continued its successful run 
during 2010-11, hosting lively discussions and welcoming a number of very distinguished guest speakers. 
The first event, on 6 October 2010, debated whether we need to constrain travel, with Tony Bosworth of 
Friends of the Earth, Paul Everitt of the SMMT, and Charles Kovacs leading discussion. The second 
evening, held on 17th January, investigated how best transport should plan for crisis scenarios, and guest 
speakers included Andrew Haines, CEO of the Civil Aviation Authority and Dr David Quarmby, author of 
the Government’s Winter Resilience Review. A spring discussion, held on 14 April 2011, examined the 
transport obstacles to a 24/7 Society, and welcomed Steve Agg, CEO of the CILT, as well as Professors 
Marion Roberts and John Worthington. The summer event, held on 28th June 2011, witnessed a robust 
debate on how technology would shape future car travel, spurred by keynote speakers including Professor 
Rob Thring from Loughborough University and eminent author and journalist Stephen Bayley.  

Each event was held at the Alan Baxter Gallery in London, and was attended by upwards of 40 guests. The 
winter and spring evenings generated Occasional Papers that were later published by the Commission, and 
after all events a summary of the proceedings was written by the Secretary and posted on the ITC website. 
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Participation in DfT Consultations 

Over the course of the year the Commission participated in a number of DfT consultations. In February 
2011 the ITC was invited to submit a response to the Department’s analysis of sustainable travel measures 
for the 4th carbon budget period. The ITC’s response was incorporated into the Department’s analysis 
which later formed part of the Government’s Carbon Plan. 

In April 2011 the ITC was invited to participate in the DfT’s Alternatives to Travel programme. The 
Secretary attended a special focus group in London, and the Commission submitted to the consultation its 
recent paper investigating the current obstacles to 24/7 operations in transport.  

The ITC also submitted responses to the DfT’s High Speed Rail and Aviation framework consultations 
informing them of the Commission’s intention to pursue further research in these fields. 

Guest Speakers 

The Commission welcomed a number of eminent guest speakers to address its meetings over the course of 
the year. In November 2010 members enjoyed a presentation by Mary Bonar on the future of light rapid 
transit in Britain; this was followed in January 2011 by an address from Steve Gooding, the new Director 
General of Domestic Transport at the DfT, who spoke on the Department’s new Business Plan. In March 
2011 the Commission welcomed Philip Ross, Chief Executive of Cordless Group, to talk on the future use 
of workspace, while in May 2011 members were honoured to host Sir Roy McNulty who spoke on his 
recent Rail Value for Money study.  

Further, in July 2011 members heard from Professor Peter Jones, who gave a presentation on the developing 
phenomenon of saturation in car travel demand, and identified research opportunities arising for an 
investigation of this change in travel behaviour. Norman Baker MP and Louise Ellman MP were also 
invited to speak to the Commission but had to send apologies. 

Miscellaneous 
a) In conjunction with the Transport Planning Society, the Commission sponsored a special debate at the 
Institute of Civil Engineers on 26 January 2011 investigating methods of Transport Appraisal. Speakers 
included ITC Commissioner Bill Tyson, and a copy of the ITC’s 2010 Occasional Paper on improving 
Social Cost Benefit Analysis was circulated to attendees. More than 60 guests attended the event, and a 
recording of the presentations was later made available to attendees. 

b) A special ITC working group was created to review and advise the Vision 2035 report commissioned by 
the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport. The working group met twice in May and July 2011 at 
Stephenson Harwood with project leader Michael Woods. Following this consultation the ITC Secretary 
compiled a review document containing suggestions from the working group which was incorporated into 
the final report. The Vision 2035 report was released to the press in September 2011 and copies were made 
available to read from a link on the ITC website. 

c) A proposed day conference on Car Futures was arranged for May 2011 in collaboration with the 
Waterfront Conference Company. Unfortunately, this needed to be postponed due to low recruitment, but 
the Commission agreed that the format would be useful for future events. A further series of day 
conferences was planned to begin with an event looking at Intermodal Freight futures in Autumn 2011.  

 
RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 
The Secretary received fees of £25,440 (2010 £28,653) for services rendered during the period ended 30 
September 2011. In addition, payments were made by the Secretary on behalf of the charity, all of which 
have been reimbursed. 
During this period the charity paid £2,157 (2010: £1,583) in respect of catering costs associated with hosting 
discussion evenings for trustees and members, to Alan Baxter & Associates LLP: a firm in which Alan 
Baxter, a trustee, has a controlling interest. 
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MEETINGS 
The Commission held six ordinary meetings on: 
16th November 2010 
11th January 2011 
15th  March 2011 
17th May 2011 
12th July 2011 
and 20th September 2011 

The Commission’s AGM was held on Tuesday 17th May 2011 
The various Steering Groups of members met on numerous other occasions. 
 
FINANCE 
During the year ended 30 September 2011 the Commission received subscription grants of £15,000 from 
Stagecoach and £15,000 from the Go Ahead Group.  
Expenditure during the year consisted of core costs totaling £26,199, and £1,834 which was spent on 
promotional material and an upgrade to the Commission’s website. In addition £2,157 was paid to Alan 
Baxter & Associates LLP for catering costs associated with hosting discussion evenings for trustees, 
members and guests. 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Linnett, Acting Chairman       
Trustee of the Independent Transport Commission 
 
Date: 
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Independent examiners’ report to the Trustees of the Independent Transport Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
I report on the accounts of the Commission for the year ended 30 September 2011, which are set out on 
pages 8 to 10. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiners 
 
As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that the audit 
requirement of s43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to state, 
after examination of the accounts under s43(3) of the act and on the basis of procedures specified in the 
General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners under s43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular 
matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiners’ report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual 
items or disclosures in the accounts, and the seeking of explanations from you as trustees concerning any 
such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit 
and, consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements: 
 

 to keep accounting records in accordance with s41 of the Act; and 
 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting 

requirements of the Act   
 
have not been met; or 

 
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached. 
 
 
 
Giles Murphy 
Smith & Williamson Limited  25 Moorgate 
Date London EC2R 6AY 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 
 
RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT for the year ended 30 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
 
 
    

 
       2011       2010 

             £             £ 
     
Receipts     
Grants and donations 
  for transport and environment research 

  
30,000 

  
60,000 

     
Bank interest  -  - 
     
Total receipts  30,000  60,000 
     
     
Payments 
 

    

Expenditure associated with the work of the commission 
 

    

  Travel  490  581 
  Postage/telephone/courier/stationery  143  97 
  Printing/photocopying  18  159 
  Miscellaneous  85  818 
  Fee for secretary 
  Computer costs  
  Promotional material / website  

 25,440 
23 

1,834 

 28,653 
24 

- 
  Catering costs of Discussion Evenings  2,157  1,583 
  Printing costs – Long Distance Travel Study  -  388 
  External research costs – Long Distance Travel Study  -  52,037 
  Contribution towards London Transport Museum Reception  -  300 
Total payments  30,190  84,640 
     
     
Net (payments) / receipts for the year  (190)  (24,640) 
     
Cash funds brought forward  31,870  56,510 
     
     
Cash funds carried forward  31,680  31,870 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 
 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES as at 30 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
   

2011 
  

2010 
  £  £ 
     
Cash funds     
  Current funds  31,187  31,377 
  Deposit funds  493  493 
     
     
  31,680  31,870 
     
     
     
  £  £ 
     
Assets retained for the charity’s own use     
  Laptop computer  643  643 
  Printer  149  149 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by the Board of Trustees on                            and signed on its behalf by: 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Baxter, Hon Treasurer 
Trustee of the Independent Transport Commission 
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INDEPENDENT TRANSPORT COMMISSION 
 
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS for the year ended 30 SEPTEMBER 2011 
 
 
1. Accounting policies 
 

These accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis and in accordance with applicable 
accounting standards, statutory requirements and the Charities SORP 2005. 

. 
2. Funding 
 

All funding of the Commission is unrestricted. 
 
3. Assets retained for the Charity’s own use 

 
The Commission purchased a laptop computer in June 2000 and a printer in January 2003; these were 
both replaced in October 2005 with payment made out of unrestricted funds.   No other assets have been 
purchased or made available to the Commission.  The Trustees consider the computer and printer to be of 
continuing use to the Commission in its activities, though they recognise that the realisable value of these 
assets is immaterial. 

 
 
 


