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Dear Sir/Madam, 
  
Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to respond to your 
review of the effects of the Government's proposed HSR network in 
Britain. Our core concern is that the concept of HS2 has been entirely 
devised in London with northern cities seemingly too afraid to 
independently analyse or criticise the project for fear of potentially being 
omitted from the planned route. Assuming that phase one of the HS2 
route will be built from London to Birmingham we would like to question 
the strategy of the additional sections of the network built after the first 
phase has been completed. 
In our view, it is imperative that a debate about how HSR can be best 
employed to revitalise the northern economy is started. Principally, our 
response is therefore concerned with your question: 

          What should be the top priorities for investment in HSR in order to 
ensure it improves your locality/city/region? (Question 4) 

Whilst the UK is fortunate to host the London globalmega region, we 
believe that the most successful long term future for the UK lies in 
developing an economy that relies less upon this single region. We are 
specifically concerned that there are inherent limits to how much 
London can grow without considerable social and environmental 
damage to its hinterland and economic damage to other parts of the 
country which are consequently neglected. The regional transport 
infrastructure funding gap and its consequences upon economic 
performance of the regions is a parade example of how relying upon a 
single mega region cannot deliver sustained prosperity for the whole of 
the UK. 

As Yorkshire against HS2, along with opponents situated along the 
proposed London-Birmingham line, I campaigned against HS2 on the 
grounds that the High Speed Network is highly likely to exacerbate the 
north-south divide. In this sense I believe that, contrary to its political 
advocates, HS2 is not nearly ambitious enough. Recognition of the 
likely effect of HS2 upon the regional cities by the Independent 
Transport Commission is very welcome as is the Commission's attempt 
in this review to reduce the scale of the regional imbalance HS2 is likely 
to produce. 

Following Yorkshire against HS2 we launched a sister campaign, 
Yorkshire for HS3. This is a campaign for a High Speed Rail network 
connecting the three major cities in the north; Manchester, Sheffield and 
Leeds. It is envisioned that the network could also extend coast to coast 



to include Liverpool and Hull with the aim of creating Britain's second 
global mega region which, as your report hypothesises, could drive its 
own destiny within the global economy. 

In Britain it is often assumed in the debate about HSR that the only 
plausible option is a north-south network. Yet the majority of evidence 
and experience overwhelmingly suggests a north-south network will 
only serve to extend the reach of the London mega region (a précis of 
this evidence from HS2 Action Alliance is attached). A core priority for 
cities in the north therefore is to decide whether they want to employ 
HSR to become better connected with London or to be better connected 
with themselves. These cities would do well to consider work completed 
for a high speed Maglev proposal in 2004 which suggests connecting 
northern cities with HSR might create a larger economic entity capable 
of better competing in the global economy. Importantly, it also found 
that these benefits are negated if the north is first connected to London 
with HSR, as with HS2. 

To date debate in Britain has focussed around whether HSR will provide 
strategic advantages along the specific north-south route rather than 
what HSR network strategy could be utilised to bring the greatest 
strategic benefits to the country. Thus a whole stage of democratic 
debate and process has been bypassed with incredible speed and 
disregard. Since so much is yet to be decided on the future of HSR in 
the UK we believe the Independent Transport Commission's review into 
the effects of High Speed Rail on the regional cities presents a timely 
opportunity to initiate a debate on how HSR can be utilised to bring the 
greatest strategic benefits for the whole country. 

Sincerely, 

Samuel Fisher 
Campaign director, Yorkshire for HS3 (previously Yorkshire against 
HS2) 
0788 301 5239	  


