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As stated in the invitation and call for evidence, the spatial, economic and social effects 
of high speed rail (HSR) need to be understood to ensure that investment in HSR 
achieves maximum benefit for society as a whole rather than just the travellers. This 
submission addresses these issues generally and the four more specific but overlapping 
questions raised in the call. 

1. Will the cities served by HSR become subservient centres to London or be 
enriched in their own right?  

2. How will HSR impact on the economic and social well-being of the cities/regions 
it serves?  

3. What will be the impact of HSR on those cities/regions it will not directly serve?  

4. What additional public/private investment should be considered by cities and 
their wider region to capture maximum value from HSR?  

Two recent papers have been published by members of the TSU on the topic and copies 
are attached, together with a summary. These papers address all four of the questions 
above, but are principally related to questions 1-3. 

 
The first paper examines the importance of speed and how this concept has dominated 
the debate over HSR, and it argues the case for looking at speed in terms of the travel 
time experience rather than the maximum speed that is possible. This would include the 
numbers of stops, and issues relating to access time taken to get to the HSR – it is the 
total journey time from the origin to the destination that is key to the user of the service. 
In terms of planning the HSR, this suggests that the location of stations on the HSR 
network is critical and that interchange stations should be maximally accessible to the 
transport network. For rail to play a larger role in providing transport services and 
meeting demand for mobility, HST services and their speed must be given a more 
strategic consideration and be seen, first of all, as an integral part of the rail network, 
and then as an integral part of the transport system. 

Moshe Givoni and David Banister (2012) Speed: The less important element of the High 
Speed Train, Journal of Transport Geography 22, pp306-307. 

Moshe Givoni and David Banister (2012) Reinventing the wheel – planning the rail 
network to meet the mobility needs of the 21st century, in Frenkel, A., Nijkamp, P., 
McCann, P. (Eds.), Societies in Motion: Regional Development, Industrial Innovation and 
Spatial Mobility – Essays in Honor of Daniel Shefer, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp320-
342.  
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The second paper analyses changes in accessibility that might result from a new High-
Speed Rail (HSR) line in the UK. A proposal for such a line put forward by Network Rail 
in 2009 is used as the basis for the analysis. Using travel time to London as the main 
benchmark to measure accessibility of a station on the current (conventional) and future 
(high-speed) rail networks the paper examines the likely winners and losers from the 
construction of the new line. The results show that the accessibility benefits from the 
proposed line are relatively limited in terms of geographic spread and that many cities 
close to it would not see any travel time reductions on journeys to London, thus will not 
see any accessibility benefits in this respect. For such places, this will translate to a 
relative reduction in the accessibility to London, when compared to other locations, and 
thus to potentially adverse socioeconomic implications. The paper concludes by arguing 
that any examination of a HSR line must consider a wider geographic area than just the 
cities, and especially the stations, on the line and it therefore must give due 
consideration to integration between transport networks, and especially between the 
high-speed and conventional rail networks. Based on the current analysis, the paper 
concludes that the case for a HSR line in the UK from a regional accessibility 
perspective is questionable. 

Héctor S. Martínez Sánchez-Mateos and Moshe Givoni (2012) The accessibility impact 
of a new High-Speed Rail line in the UK – a preliminary analysis of winners and losers, 
Journal of Transport Geography. 
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