
 Page 1 of 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Centro is the West Midland Integrated Transport Authority; we promote and develop 
integrated transport across the seven West Midlands Metropolitan Authorities of 
Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall and Wolverhampton. Centro 
is also responsible for the coordination and delivery of the West Midlands integrated 
transport strategy as outlined in the Local Transport Plan. 
 
Our aim is to transform transport so that the people of the West Midlands have a world 
class integrated transport system provided by a best in class organisation. Centro 
seeks to ensure everyone in the Metropolitan Area benefits from an effective transport 
system that meets the economic, social and environmental needs of the West 
Midlands.  
 
Centro is a founding member of the “Go-HS2” alliance of West Midlands businesses, 
business organisations and public sector bodies supporting High Speed Rail which also 
includes Birmingham City Council The NEC Group, Birmingham Airport, Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce and Business Birmingham. 
  
 
Centro 
Centro House 
16 Summer Lane 
Birmingham, B19 3SD 
 
Contact: Neil Ross  
E: NeilRoss@centro.org.uk  
T: 0121 214 7049 

Response to Integrated Transport Commission Inquiry 
 

What will be the spatial effects of High Speed Rail in 
the UK? 

Statement of Evidence 

November 2012 



 Page 2 of 6 

 

Integrated Transport Commission Inquiry: High Speed Rail 
 
In order to answer the ITC Inquiry questions below there is a need for Centro to outline the challenges, issues 
and supporting evidence which underpins Centro support for High Speed Rail. 
 
Successful city region economies have two principal requirements of their rail networks:  
 
• Connectivity to the people and markets required to allow an economy to grow and to create jobs and;  

 
• Capacity required to meet demand to ensure access to people and markets is not hindered, restrained or 

undertaken by modes of transport which themselves have detrimental economic and carbon impacts 
 

Centro has assessed the evidence towards High Speed Rail (HSR) and concludes High Speed Two (HS2) as 
presently promoted by the Government will provide the rail connectivity and rail capacity required to meet future 
growth and thus support city regions in a manner that provides economic and carbon benefits.  
 
Capacity 
 
Capacity to meet existing and future demand is a critical challenge facing the entire UK rail network. Rail is an 
overwhelming success with 1.3bn passenger journeys per annum whilst rail freight volumes have increased 
50% since 1995. To do nothing in meeting the national capacity challenge cannot be an option.   
 
National Rail  
 
Long distance rail travel nationally has doubled since 1994/95 with the West Coast Main Line (WCML) today 
supporting 31M journeys per annum, double the 16M made in 1999. London, as the heart of the UK economy, 
will continue to drive long distance travel patronage growth with, for example, Birmingham to London patronage 
forecasted by Network Rail to increase by 35% by 2024/25. However the problems attached to capacity are not 
restricted to future growth.  
 
Today, the problem of capacity is starkly demonstrated by the regular overcrowding on services leaving London 
Euston, especially during peak travel times. 
 
The current rail industry approach to meeting providing capacity for future growth is focused on running longer 
passenger and freight trains as well as incremental infrastructure enhancements. However there is a finite 
amount of schemes that deliver value for money and ability to continue meeting rail growth with this approach is 
seen to be limited whilst delivery is extremely disruptive to the existing rail network. 
 
Local Rail  
 
The West Midlands Local Rail network has enjoyed sustained long term growth and in 2010/11 supported 
41.8M journeys per annum, double the number carried in 1994. The West Midlands & Chiltern Route Utilisation 
Strategy predicts future growth of 32% between 2009/10 and 2019/20, the equivalent of 3.2% growth per 
annum. However rail patronage in the West Midlands has at a rate of at least 3% above the predicted average 
as demonstrated by Table 2 demonstrating the need to ensure there is capacity in place to meet demand.  
 

Table 2. West Midlands Rail Network Patronage Growth  
(source: Centro Annual Statistics Report) 
Year 05/06 06/07 07/08 08/09 09/10 10/11 
Patronage (million) 30.9 32.8 35.5 37.6 40 41.8 
% change per annum 5.5 6.1 8.2 5.9 6.4 4.5 

 
Freight  
 
Network Rail’s Freight Route Utilisation Strategy forecasts that the rail freight market will grow significantly over 
the next 20 years reflecting on-going changes to national and global economic patterns. The rail freight industry 
is forecasting long term growth for rail freight of 120% between 2010 and 2030 (measured in terms of the 
volume of freight moved). In the Metropolitan Area, key freight corridor are projected to subsequently see the 
number of freight train per day rise from 50-75 to 75-100 by 2030. The WCML will see freight train rise from 70 
freight trains per day to 140 per day. Without the capacity to meet demand, additional road freight demands will 
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be placed on the national and local road networks in the Metropolitan Area reflecting our central position on the 
national transport networks.  
 
Rail freight growth is welcomed and supported by Centro recognising the congestion, economic and carbon 
benefits. Centro recognises that rail freight growth places competing demands for capacity and connectivity with 
passenger rail and the rail industry must therefore that capacity and connectivity for both is delivered not 
constrained. For example, the rail freight industry figures project that by 2030, the central Birmingham area will 
need to accommodate between 75-100 freight trains per day instead of the 50-75 today – an increase of up to 
50 additional freight trains on a network that requires capacity to meet the local and national passenger growth 
detailed above.  
 
Accessibility to other UK Major Cities 
 
The West Midlands, despite being at the central point of rail network suffers from poor connectivity, frequency 
and journey speeds to major urban/ economic areas of the UK as demonstrated by Table 1: 

 
Table 1. Existing Rail Connectivity Between Birmingham and Major UK Cities 
Birmingham 
to...  

Distance 
(straight line; 
miles approx) 

Journey 
Time  
(Hr: Min) 

Average Speed  
(Distance/ 
Journey Time) 

Fast Direct 
Trains Per Hour  
(AM Peak) 

Nottingham 40 1:16 32 mph 2 
Sheffield 50 1:13 41 mph 2 
Liverpool 60 1:42 35 mph 2 
Manchester 60 1:42 35 mph 2 
Leeds 100 1:59 50 mph 1 
London 110 1:24 79 mph 3 
Newcastle 160 3:19 48 mph 2 
Edinburgh 250 4:01 62 mph 1 
Glasgow 250 3:57 63 mph 1 

 
The poor rail journey times and frequencies experienced for rail travel from the West Midlands to major 
economic markets in the north of England and Scotland limits the attractiveness of rail for accessing such 
markets. At the same time, the West Midlands has no international services to mainland Europe meaning 
connectivity to European markets does not occur or is undertaken via interchange at London St Pancreas. It is 
these connectivity gaps which are addressed by HS2 and will therefore help support economic growth in cities 
and reduce the economic gap between regions of the UK.  
 
 
Q1. Will the cities served by HSR become subservient centres to London or be enriched in their own 
right? 
 
 
The existing and future growth projected on the West Coast Main Line proves the importance of national 
connectivity between the UKs major cities and London. Patronage on the Intercity West Coast franchise today is 
33M per annum and London, as heart of UK economy, will continue to drive long distance travel patronage 
growth with for example Birmingham to London patronage forecasted to increase by at least 35% by 2024/25.  
 
London will continue to be a global city and the UKs economic engine – this is driving Intercity growth now and 
in the future. HSR will firstly allow major urban area such as the West Midlands to have the rail capacity 
required to meet demand and secondly, travel time wise, become closer aligned to London through a high 
capacity and reliable mode of transport. This will allow cities to attract inward investment to the benefit of their 
economies by providing high quality, rapid access to the UK principal business market – London - whilst 
businesses which locate to the regions to benefit from lower business and staff costs. 
 
However, as outlined below, the projected economic benefits of HSR for the West Midlands double when HSR 
is complemented with enhanced local and regional rail services which enhance rail accessibility and connectivity 
across the Metropolitan Area. This achieved by maximising the released rail network capacity gained as 
Intercity services are transferred to HSR. 
 
London is a global city, a market leader in many businesses sectors and the economic engine of the UK 
economy. London’s economic success is a clear demonstration of the benefits of high quality local, national and 
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international rail capacity and connectivity which connects people with jobs; businesses to markets. The 
disparity between the rail provision in London and other regional cities is a key component of why major cities 
lag behind the economic performance of London. The success of the WCML Intercity services demonstrates the 
value of high speed connectivity between major cities such as Birmingham to London. 
 
High Speed Rail will built on that success by further ensuring cities, especially those from Birmingham 
northwards, are brought closer together, allowing economic benefits to spread across the UK. This benefit of 
High Speed Rail can be seen in major Metropolitan Area cross Europe, such as Lille, Lyon or Frankfurt whereby 
High Speed Rail was used to transform the economic geography of those cities and countries.  
 
Therefore in conclusion, there is a need to ensure that HSR is complemented by a balanced and integrated 
policy and investment approach in regional cities which will enrich cities directly ensuring the economic benefits 
of HSR are captured across the UK both in cities served by HSR and London. 

 
 
Q2. How will HSR impact on the economic and social life of the cities it serves? 
 
 
The West Midlands economy suffers from the lowest productivity of the UK major economic centres 
compounded by road congestion which costs our area £2.2bn per year; high unemployment and; under 
representation of high value business sectors.  
 
HSR provides the opportunity to expand rail capacity and connectivity providing businesses with access to new 
or enhanced local, regional, national and increasingly international destinations whilst providing connectivity 
between people and employment to the benefit of the economy. Providing the capacity to meet rail freight 
growth would also provide further economic benefits to the UK with rail freight already contributing £6bn benefits 
per annum to the UK economy. 
 
The economic benefits of HSR to the West Midlands are stark. As a standalone scheme, HSR would deliver 
10,000 additional jobs and £600M GVA boost to the West Midlands region’s economy as a consequence of 
journey times and enhanced connectivity. However, critical, by enhancing access to HSR through enhanced 
local rail services and other public transport enhancement HSR would deliver an additional 22,000 jobs; 
£1.5bn GVA benefits and; with the attraction of higher value business sectors an increase in average wages 
of £300 per annum1.  
 
HSR provides rail based national and international connectivity for businesses providing access to new/ 
expanded markets; HSR reduces journey times between major economic centres such as London, Manchester, 
Leeds and Newcastle with international connectivity to cities such as Paris, Lyon or Frankfurt. This connectivity 
will attract national and global companies to invest in the West Midlands ensuring additional benefits beyond 
Birmingham including to Wolverhampton and Coventry. 
 
Whilst HSR will be a catalyst for wider economic growth, HSR will also be a major employer as HS2 
operationally will create 1,500 permanent jobs including 300 jobs at the HSR rolling stock depot at Washwood 
Heath in Birmingham, one the West Midlands most socially deprived areas. With the West Midlands being at the 
centre of the HSR network there is an opportunity to complement the scheme with a HSR Academy providing 
the skills, knowledge and experience to build, maintain and deliver HSR as an ongoing legacy of the scheme to 
the benefit of the social life of the West Midlands.  
 

 
Q3. What will be the impact of HSR on those cities/regions it will not directly serve? 

 
 
The principal need for HSR is providing the Intercity capacity required on the key rail corridors between London 
and key urban areas such as the West Midlands, the North East and the North West.  
 

                                            
1 Source: Centro Commissioned Report by KPMG “High Speed Rail and supporting investments in the West Midlands 
Consequences for employment and economic growth” 
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At the same time, towns and cities such as Milton Keynes, Watford and Northampton presently experience 
significant commuter demand into London for which there is a finite amount of train lengthening options 
available to meet demand.  The WCML currently suffers from being unable to satisfy the twin demands of 
Intercity passengers and commuter demand into London, Birmingham and Manchester. 
 
The Government has signalled its intention to ensure the released capacity on the existing rail network being 
made available from HSR is used to the benefits of towns and cities that require additional local and regional rail 
capacity, especially for key commuter routes. This includes ensuring the present Intercity West Coast network 
continues, ensuring cities such as Coventry and Wolverhampton have Intercity access to London, cities in the 
North and; Scotland.  
 
Indeed, the introduction of HSR will ensure that those Intercity services have more onboard seating available to 
meet latent demand in each town and city not otherwise served by HSR. This combined with greater levels of 
local and regional rail connectivity and service provision captured from the release capacity on the existing 
network will provide economic and carbon benefits to those towns and cities that will not be directly served by 
HSR. 
 

 
Q4. What should be the top priorities for investment in HSR in order to ensure it improves your locality/ 
city /region? 

 
 
Based on research undertaken for Centro by KPMG2 in June 2010 HS2 alone will generate sustainable growth 
in the West Midlands economy bringing 10,000 additional jobs and £600M of economic benefits.  
 
However, crucially, as stated previously KPMG demonstrated that enhancements to the existing rail network, 
utilising the released capacity on the existing rail network, would expand rail connectivity and accessibility. By 
doing so, this more than doubles the benefits of HS2, providing 22,000 additional jobs and £1.5bn of economic 
benefits for the West Midlands. 
 
This assessment demonstrates the critical value in continual investing in the rail network to maximise the 
benefits of HS2. In order for KPMG to undertake the assessment, a base rail network was required. Centro 
therefore has identified a vision for a West Midlands rail network which utilised the network capacity released by 
HS2 and which addressed the following recognised ‘service provision gaps’ and stakeholder priorities: 
• Black Country connectivity to Birmingham Airport (Centro priority and Black Country Local Enterprise 

Partnership priority) 
• Walsall to the national rail network connectivity gap (Centro priority and acknowledged by West Midlands 

Route Utilisation Strategy); 
• Poor connectivity to the North of England and Scotland from the West Midlands (Centro priority, identified by 

Centro in our previous evidence submission to the Transport Select Committee) 
• Expanding West Midlands connectivity to London (Centro priority) including 2 Intercity services between 

Wolverhampton, Birmingham New Street, Birmingham International, Coventry and London to meet demand 
from existing Intercity stations not served by HS2. 

• Expanding Birmingham connectivity within the wider economic area (Centro priority, Birmingham City 
Council priority and; Greater Birmingham LEP priority); 

• Enhancing rail connectivity between Nuneaton-Coventry- Leamington (Centro priority; Coventry City Council 
priority) 
 

In addition to public transport connectivity and accessibility, a high quality station with a high quality public realm 
itself will generate economic benefits. The Station Investment Report developed for Network Rail on the subject 
concludes that “...station investment can have a major impact in terms of urban regeneration and 
transformation. In particular, such investment can unlock the development potential within and around the 
station boundary, increasing investment, employment and incomes...” 
 
Centro is presently working with stakeholders to further refine both the rail network connectivity and accessibility 
and station requirements for HS2 as part of an integrated strategy which includes Metro, bus and sustainable 
transport modes. 
 

                                            
2 High Speed Rail and Supporting Investments in the West Midlands – KPMG – June 2010 
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Q5. What additional public/private investment should be considered by these cities and their wider 
region to capture the maximum value? 

 
 
In order to ensure the full range of benefits can be captured by cities there is a need to ensure HSR stations are 
fully integrated into land use planning reflecting the experience of European cities which are connected to a 
High Speed Rail network.  
 
For example, Lyon is on France’s HSR network with a population of 3 million people, providing similarities with 
the West Midlands. As a result of HSR, Lyon is now recognised as France’s 2nd largest economic centre with 
domestic HSR connectivity to economic centres such as Paris, Lille and Marseilles and with international 
connectivity to Brussels and Frankfurt. The Lyon Part Dieu high speed rail station has underpinned wider 
regeneration of Lyon city centre and the area hosts 5.3 million square feet of office space and around 20,000 
jobs. Lyon is home to 5 high value business sector clusters driving economic growth and attracting greater 
inward investment. A similar story is seen in Lille where the opening of HSR in 1993 has led to the creation of 
50,000 jobs in the Lille metropolitan area. 
 
The connectivity and accessibility to markets delivered by HSR encouraged high value employment sector to 
locate in Lyon. This approach to maximising the benefits of HSR demonstrated the need for complementary 
policy focus on skills, education and social exclusion to ensure a balanced approached to attract and maintain 
business sectors. 
 
Centro and Local Authorities are working together to maximise such development, skills and employment 
opportunities, including land use plans for the areas around the proposed central Birmingham Station in 
Birmingham’s Eastside as well as capturing and maximising benefits of Birmingham Interchange station as part 
of the wider M42 Gateway proposal. As stated in Q4, this includes ensuring the stations themselves are high 
quality, within high quality public realm, which will itself generate economic benefits.  

 


