
ITC Call for Evidence: What will be the spatial effects of 
High Speed Rail in the UK? 
 
Please find some responses below. 
Christopher Choa (AECOM) 
	   
* * * 
	   
1. Will the cities served by HSR become subservient centres to London or be 
enriched in their own right? 
Thomas Jefferson once noted: “He who receives an idea from me, receives instruction 
himself without lessening mine; as he who lights his candle at mine, receives light 
without darkening me.” The life of all cities is predicated on trade and exchange – this 
has always been true and will continue to hold true in the future as well. The 
comparative advantages of various cities are based on how they specialize – What 
kinds of people, services, and goods do they offer relative to other cities that can 
enrich all sides? Well-connected cities create value for each other because they can 
offer specialized resources to each other more efficiently – the exchange benefits both 
sides. 
	   
In this century, London should continue to expand its capabilities as a global hub for 
many sectors.  But even as it does so, it will increasingly need to draw on the 
populations, services, and resources of other UK cities.  This in turn creates new 
opportunities for those cities - cities that develop distinctive characteristics (e.g. 
labour demographics, creative capabilities, tourism identities, financial capabilities, 
education focus, etc.) can specialize more efficiently when they are well connected to 
a global hub.  All cities served by HSR benefit in this way.  In our globalizing and 
urbanizing age, when the supply chains of virtually every intellectual activity, service 
transaction, consumable product, or cultural offer relies on the contributions of many 
individuals and locations, and in many cases across international boundaries, the 
whole concept of subservience becomes increasingly moot. 
	   
2. How will HSR impact on the economic and social life of the cities it serves? 
The livelihood of cities is directly related to how well connected they are to each 
other - cities that are not well connected have no effective way to leverage their 
comparative advantages and will ultimately stagnate or decline.  Cities connected by 
HSR to the global London hub will experience a measurable and positive boost to 
their economic and social lives.  The benefit, however, will be correlated to distance 
(usually measured by travel time), and the availability and pricing of other movement 
options (e.g. aviation). 
	   
3. What will be the impact of HSR on those cities/regions it will not directly 
serve? 
When major cities or conurbations are bypassed by HSR, they will tend to become 
less resilient than the cities/regions that are served.  Hinterland areas of served regions 
will experience economic and social uplift – but the benefit will tend to decay rapidly 
as a function of distance from the HSR node.  If areas are already very distant to HSR 
nodes - in particular if they already have alternative connectivity (esp. conventional 
rail, airports) - they will be relatively immune to the lack of HSR service. 



  
4. What should be the top priorities for investment in HSR in order to ensure it 
improves your locality/city/region? 
What gets measured gets managed.  The purpose of the HSR investment is to create 
maximum sustainable benefits for the areas that are served; clearly define the benefits 
and then establish how they can be best achieved through the implementation of HSR. 
Consider the total long-term cost and benefit, not just the upfront capital costs or just 
the initial environmental consequence. 
	   
Prioritize integration with core urban areas. The site of every HSR node has to 
carefully coordinate with related transport and real-estate developments to properly 
leverage the HSR investment.  Create multi-modal transport overlaps around HSR 
stations.  Increase and rationalise urban densities around the HSR services. Depress 
HSR tracks as they enter/leave stations so as not to sterilize the urban environments 
they serve. Create special development authorities that will allow more efficient 
coordination between related planning agencies. 
	   
5. What additional public/private investment should be considered by these cities 
and their wider region to capture the maximum value? 
Consider all related public investments that will in turn encourage the private sector to 
participate as interested stakeholders; prioritize catalytic development initiatives. 
Capitalize on the identity of HSR connectivity with urban branding campaigns. 
Assemble, masterplan, and release adjacent real-estate parcels that optimize land-uses 
and develop municipal revenue streams. Develop appropriate PPP opportunites. 
Upgrade existing related transport infrastructure. Deliver high-quality public realm 
and streetscape that maximizes the value of adjacent development.  Tie new 
investments back to the urban cores.  Create training programs so that implementation 
of capital projects benefit the local community. 
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